Claude Christian - An Example for All
by Janet Jagan

When we examine Claude Christian’s life and his contribution to our movement, we see it as a guide to
our members, for in few others do we find such qualities.

Comrade Christian wanted nothing for himself — neither position, money, power. When he worked — and
few have ever worked as hard — he worked for the Party, not for himself. We who have worked with him
at Freedom House knew him to work at times from 6 a.m. to midnight, with a bun and sweet drink his
only food for the day. When he went on money raising tours throughout the countryside, he was
prodigious in his physical endurance. He would drive others to work as hard as him, to be as disciplined
and selfless as himself.

He demanded a lot from others, but he did not sit at a desk and make the demands; he showed them
how to work and always set the pace. He made our comrades give of their best. | can remember one
occasion when there were a lot of items to be removed from Freedom House — heavy items like benches
and tables. Some of our comrades at Freedom House, who were responsible for this activity, sat around
and left the moving to others. Claude was furious at their laziness or refusal to do manual work. He
guarrelled with them, then took off his shirt and began hauling the benches on his back. They soon were
ashamed and helped in the work. This is one of the lessons he taught us all — no one is too high and
mighty to do any work, no matter what it may be.

Self discipline and discipline for others was his belief and those with whom he worked had to learn
discipline. No more coming to work when one pleased, no more half measures in doing a task, no more
forgetting assignments or responsibilities. During the two periods of Comrade Christian’s management
of Freedom House, he established a high standard of efficiency and dedication to work.

As the Party Chairman said, “Claude shaped the Party’s finances.” This is very true, for it is to Claude that
the Party can be grateful for its buoyant financial position. Prior to his management, funds were so
scarce that normal payments could hot be met. But with his tremendous drive and his wealth of ideas,
he soon lifted the financial gloom. Fund raising drives which at one time flopped, under his management
brought surprising results. Dances, barbecues, fairs, were not only fun for everyone, but were smashing
financial successes. His contribution to our Congress meetings, our educational seminars, our women’s
congresses, etc., was sweat and good organisation. He could never be persuaded to receive the thanks,
the garlands, the bouquets — he wanted none of that. He was pleased and happy when things went
smoothly and his reward was to see that there were no complaints, no criticisms and that everyone was
satisfied with how things went.

Alook at the books Claude had in his library reveals the man. He believed in socialism. He read books on
the subject and although he never considered himself very learned on the subject, he quietly read and
quietly digested what he read. He was an anti-imperialist to the bone. No one was more disappointed
than Claude when the London conference last year failed to set a date for the country’s independence.
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